
OFS Newsletter, December 2018  Page 1 

 

 
December 2018 Issue  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MEETING MINUTES - December 7th    
 

Attended:  Brenda Berry, Robin Donner, Br John 
Mary Kaspari, Anne Keller, Jeannie Kratzer, 
Eugene Krentz, Mary Marshall, Eileen Moore, Will 
Moore, Chuck Roach, John Rosensteel, Mike Ross, 
Helen Rush, Steve Smith, Debbie Watson. 
Inquirers: Nini Milbrath, Karen Nelson. 
Visitors: Jeanette Fordyce, Paula Kneeland, Joe 
Lineweaver, Marty Spicer, ofs. 
 

Members and those in Initial Formation: 
Please notify a council member if you are unable to 

attend our next Fraternity meeting.  
You are in our prayers. 

 

Opening: Steve lead us in opening prayer.  
Mary Marshall shared an in-depth reflection on 
Chapter 2 of the Prologue of the Rule. (See page 3.) 
 

The Minutes from the November meeting were 
approved.  
 

Financial Report (Robin): 
 

November Checking Starting Balance:    $1075.45 
November Common Fund contributions:  +182.00 
Initial Formation expense:                       -89.74 
November Ending Balance:                      $1167.71 
 

Savings Balance:          $467.73 
 

The financial report was approved. 
(We took up a collection for the OFS Fraternity of 
Paradise, CA – whose entire town was wiped out by 
wildfire in November.) 
 

Initial Formation (Jeannie): Our studies are going 
well. We will not meet in December. The next meeting 
will be on the 4th Friday of January.  
 

Fraternity of Mary,  
Queen of Peace 

Secular FranciscanOrder 
Newsletter 

 
Member news: Brenda shared updates and prayer 
requests from Mike G, Mike B, Janie and others. 
As a gift to the Fraternity and the Brothers, Brenda and 
Debbie made a Holy Hour, especially praying for those 
who are ill. 
 

The Brothers’ report (Br John Mary):  
The “Give to the Max Day” in November was successful. 
There were 35 online donations and a matching gift. 
The Brothers appreciate all the help with the 
Thanksgiving food drive. Distribution of food for the 
Christmas food drive will be Dec 17 – 21. 
 

Apostolates: 
 

Food Shelf: On Nov 17th, Nini, Joe Lineweaver, Steve, 
Robin, Eugene (with his sister Genevieve), Chuck (with 
his wife Jane) all helped with bagging. (See pictures, 
page 4) Please come and help bag groceries on Monday 
evening, Dec 17th. Need for hams and fixings; CEREAL, 
canned fruits, canned meats; diapers sizes 1, 4, 5. 
Homeless ministry: Thanks to all for bringing donations. 

(See list of needed items on page 5.) 
 

Nursing Home Ministry: 
Monthly visits: 

The Estates at Lynnhurst 
471 W. Lynnhurst Ave,  St Paul, MN 55104 
Third Wednesday: December 19th, 6:30pm 

 

Little Sisters of the Poor 
330 Exchange St. South,  St Paul, MN 55102 

Fourth Thursday: December 27th, 6:30pm 
 

Christmas Caroling at Lynnhurst!  
Sunday, December 16th 2:00 to 3:30pm 

Bring voices, instruments, and treats to share! 
 

Save the date for BINGO at Lynnhurst:  
Sunday afternoon, January 27th, 2019 
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Ongoing Formation:  After the Holy Hour, we heard 
the story of the Creche at Greccio and sang “O Come, O 
Come, Emmanuel” 
We then divided into groups to discuss the Sunday 
readings and Chapter 8 of The Perfect Joy of Saint 
Francis. 
 

Closing: We shared intercessory prayers; Steve lead us 
in the Prayer of St Francis. 
 
 
December Prayer requests:  
• In thanksgiving for all the wonderful blessings which 

we receive from our Lord. 
• That our hearts will be open to the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit to recognize Christ in those around us. That we 
will be used by Christ to bring shelter, comfort and 
companionship to those who are homeless, cold and 
lonely. 

• That we will all look to Christ as our savior. 
• For those in the Congo where there is a new outbreak of 

Ebola. 
• For guidance for our Pope, our bishops and our priests. 
• For all those suffering from cancer and in hospice care. 
• In thanksgiving for all those who are responding to the 

call to religious vocations and to the Secular Franciscan 
order. 

• For Chuck’s 13-year old nephew who has severe 
Asperger’s and for his parents who are struggling. 

• In thanksgiving for Our Lady’s help and guidance. 
• For safe travels and meaningful celebrations during this 

holiday season. 
• For Debbie’s health needs and for her family members, 

especially her brother who has cancer. 
• For Mike B, Connie, Janie, Norma, Mike G, Eugene, 

Janet, Br Conrad, and all in our fraternity who are 
suffering with illnesses. 

• For Brenda’s son-Joe to return to the Church; and for 
his girlfriend-Krista who has breast cancer. 

• For Paula’s family member to return to the Church. 
• For John’s friend, Sam, to return to the Church and the 

sacraments. 
• For provision for all those who are unemployed. 
• For the repose of the souls of Will’s friends who have 

died and for support for their families. 
• For those who are far from us, that we will remember 

them. 
• For the soul of Ross Oden and for his young family as 

they grieve. 
• That we will all learn and practice compassion. 
• For Joe’s friend’s sister who is suffering. 
• For the repose of the soul of Mary Mak’s brother-in-

law. 
• For all those affected by wildfires and natural disasters. 
 

 
 
 

Meetings: (located at Queen of Peace Friary) 
 

December Council Meeting: 
Sunday, December 9th, 7:00 – 9:00pm 

 

Initial Formation: 
(no meeting in December) 

 

Regular Fraternity Meeting  
Friday, January 4th  

Business meeting 6:30pm 
 

Sharing of Rule: Anne 
 

Franciscan Holy Hour 7:00pm followed by 
refreshments and social time. 

 

Everyone bring treats to share  
and bells to ring! 

 

Ongoing Formation 8:30 – 9:30pm 
Mass Readings for Sunday, January 6th  

Epiphany Celebration! 
 

January Council Meeting: 
Sunday, January 13th, 7:00 – 9:00pm 

 

All professed members are encouraged to attend 
 
 
 

 
 

Eugene Krentz – 12/8 
 
 

Our newsletter is published monthly by the 
Fraternity of Mary, Queen of Peace 

Secular Franciscan Order  
c/o Franciscan Brothers of Peace 

Queen of Peace Friary  
1289 Lafond Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55104 

 

Minister: Steve Smith, OFS (612-597-5556) 
Vice Minister: Eugene Krentz, OFS (952-288-8263)   

Formation Director: Jeannie Kratzer, OFS (651-636-8928) 
Secretary: Anne Keller, OFS (651-335-8484) 

Treasurer: Robin Donner, OFS (651-290-7753)  
Councilor: Eileen Moore, OFS (612-721-1198) 

Spiritual Assistant: Brother John Mary Kaspari, fbp (651-675-9286) 
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Rule Sharing Reflection by Mary Marshall: 
Prologue – chapter 2 
 
 The Prologue to the Rule of the Secular 
Franciscan Order consists of two Chapters, on of 
which is “Concerning Those Who Do Not Do 
Penance”. 
 AS we enter the “other” penitential season of 
the liturgical year – Advent – it seems appropriate to 
consider some excerpts from this Prologue to 
determine some of the requirements of penance. 
 As Secular Franciscans, we realize the need 
for ongoing, daily conversion. Indeed, penance is part 
of the DNA of our Order, originally called the 
Brothers and Sisters in Penance. 
 At the start of this Prologue, Francis states 
some things which a person in penance should not be 
doing. It begins: “But all those men and women who 
are not doing penance and who do not receive the 
Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ and live in 
vices and sin and yield to evil and to the wicked 
desires of the flesh, and do not observe what they 
have promised to the Lord . . . (and it continues) 
These are blind, because they do not see the true light, 
our Lord Jesus Christ; they do not have spiritual 
wisdom because they do not have the Son of God. 
(Later on it continues) . . . they know and do bad 
things and knowingly destroy their own souls.” A 
little later, the Prologue continues . . . “you thought 
you would possess the vanities of this world for a long 
time. But you have been deceived. The body grows 
infirm, death approaches, and so it dies a bitter 
death . . . in the guilt of sin, without penance or 
satisfaction, though he can make satisfaction but does 
not do it. The devil snatches the soul from his body 
with suh anguish and tribulation that no one can know 
it except he who endures it.” 
  We are reminded in the Gospels of the futility 
of storing up material riches in this life, riches which 
neither satisfy nor endure. And sometimes well-
intentioned parents or grandparents can occasionally 
become slaves to the workplace in order to provide 
“the good things in life” for the family or to leave a 
tidy inheritance. But such wealth does not provide 
true or lasting happiness to the beneficiaries. The 
Prologue notes: “They leave their goods to relatives 
and friends who take and divide them and say 
afterwards, ‘Cursed be his soul because he could have 

given us more, he could have acquired more than he 
did.’” 
 I realize that these thoughts and notions are 
nothing new to us as Secular Franciscans, and indeed 
Francis has been “preaching to the choir”. And much 
like the young man in the Gospel who asked Jesus 
what more must her do to be saved, we might ask 
“What more must we do – or not do – to be authentic, 
penitent Secular Franciscans?” 
 I believe the answer is given near the end of 
the Prologue. We are directed as follows: “All those 
into whose hands this letter shall have come [should] 
accept kindly and with divine love the fragrant words 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 And now follows the extra, additional aspect 
of our life of penance. And I quote: “And let those 
who do not know how to read have them read to 
them.” 
 In today’s society, where illiteracy is not the 
major issue it was in the day of Francis, perhaps we 
could modify the statement to read: “And let those 
who will not read have them read to them.” I believe 
this is our call to evangelize in our post-Christian 
American society. In addition to preaching the Gospel 
through our actions and Franciscan life-style, perhaps 
we should become more aware of opportunities to use 
the words which can be necessary. This doesn’t 
require an aggressive, in-your-face, confrontational 
“Brother have you been saved” – type of witnessing. 
But perhaps a gentle response to a simple question can 
be expanded into a basic faith-sharing experience. 
May we have the awareness and courage to recognize 
and respond to opportunities to share the Gospel, 
using words when necessary. 
 The late musician/composer John Lennon, a 
product of post-Christian Europe, wrote a son, 
Imagine, in which he expressed his view of an ideal 
rule for life: 

“Imagine if there were no heaven; 
it’s easy if you try. 
No hell below us; 
above us only sky. 
Imagine all the people 
living for today . . . 

Perhaps all those people are looking for something 
that we, through Jesus with Francis, are in the ongoing 
process of finding. Could we, perhaps be of some 
assistance to them? 
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Bagging Groceries for the Thanksgiving Food Give-away 
(many hands make light work) 

 

         

 
Helen, Nini, Chuck, Steve, Eugene, Joe, Robin, Genevieve and others  



OFS Newsletter, December 2018  Page 5 

 
 

   JANUARY 6, 2019 
The	Epiphany	of	the	Lord	
 

Reading	1 	 	 	 I S 	60 : 	1 -6  	
 

Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem!  Your light has come, 
the glory of the Lord shines upon you. 
See, darkness covers the earth, 
and thick clouds cover the peoples; 
but upon you the LORD shines, 
and over you appears his glory. 
Nations shall walk by your light, 
and kings by your shining radiance. 
Raise your eyes and look about; 
they all gather and come to you: 
your sons come from afar, 
and your daughters in the arms of their nurses. 
 
Then you shall be radiant at what you see, 
your heart shall throb and overflow, 
for the riches of the sea shall be emptied out before 
you, 
the wealth of nations shall be brought to you. 
Caravans of camels shall fill you, 
dromedaries from Midian and Ephah; 
all from Sheba shall come 
bearing gold and frankincense, 
and proclaiming the praises of the LORD. 
 

Gospel	 	 	 		 MT	2 :1 -12 	
 

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
in the days of King Herod,  
behold, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying,  
"Where is the newborn king of the Jews? 
We saw his star at its rising 
and have come to do him homage." 
When King Herod heard this, 
he was greatly troubled,  
and all Jerusalem with him. 
Assembling all the chief priests and the scribes of the 
people,  
He inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 
They said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea,  
for thus it has been written through the prophet: 
And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
since from you shall come a ruler, 
who is to shepherd my people Israel." 
Then Herod called the magi secretly  
and ascertained from them the time of the star's 
appearance. 

He sent them to Bethlehem and said,  
"Go and search diligently for the child. 
When you have found him, bring me word,  
that I too may go and do him homage." 
After their audience with the king they set out. 
And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising 
preceded them,  
until it came and stopped over the place where the child 
was. 
They were overjoyed at seeing the star,  
and on entering the house 
they saw the child with Mary his mother. 
They prostrated themselves and did him homage. 
Then they opened their treasures  
and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
And having been warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod,  
they departed for their country by another way. 

 

 
Community Events:  
 

Save the Date: Interfaith Prayer Service 
Thursday, May 2nd, 2019 at 7:00pm 

St Bonaventure Church in Bloomington 
Presided by Fr Steven McMichael, OFM Conv. 

(Will is asking our Fraternity to assist with the 
reception for this event.) 

 
 
Brother Joseph’s Ministry Bag: Items Needed: 
PERSONAL ITEMS: Shampoo (tube) 
Toothpaste Body wash (men’s body wash, travel size) 
Laundry soap (quite small size) Dish Soap (small) 
 

ADULT WINTER ITEMS:  
Warm Socks (wool blend thermal- Size 6-12 Men’s) No cotton. 
Hats (adult size - skull, stocking & ski hats). 
Gloves (warm winter thermal gloves- M, L to XL Men’s, 
            Menards good source on sale) No cotton. 
Headbands (M, L, XL Men’s). 
Scarfs (thick warm, wool blend, acrylic, or wool)  
 

ADDITIONAL  ADULT  WINTER ITEMS: 
Thermal Long John Bottoms (Men’s L, XL) 
Winter Boots (Men’s 8-12, 9-10 best, Walmart Moon Boots) 
Menards Ski Gloves  (M, L best, XL, all  $2.99 when on sale)  
Men’s Polar Fleece Pants or Fleece lined jeans (L, 1X, 2X) 
 
 
 

 
Thanks to Chuck, the Peace Light has arrived and is 

available in the Queen of Peace Chapel! 
http://peacelight.org 

 
 


